
Thanksgiving Lesson Plan  

Intro:  

 KWL chart: use sticky notes of two different colors to help students focus questions/prior 

knowledge info. Place sticky notes onto a chart paper, save for reflection at end. 

 Read: any thanksgiving book, Sarah Morton’s Day/Samuel Eaton’s Day/Tappenum’s 

Day/If You Were at the First Thanksgiving 

o Student turn & talk to discuss similarities/differences between their lives and lives 

in 1627 OR their preconceptions about Thanksgiving vs what they have just read 

about 

 

Historical Investigation: 

 Use the Thanksgiving Historian program at plimoth.org 

 Have students work through the program for a limited amount of time (30ish minutes or 

as your schedule allows) 

 Ask: What are some differences between the Wampanoag culture and the Pilgrim 

culture? What are some myths that you had thought were true? What are some facts that 

surprised you? How did the harvest celebration in 1621 happen? Why did it happen?  

o Let students discuss in small groups or turn & talk or as a class discussion 

 

Virtual Field Trip: 

 Use the Scholastic Virtual Field Trip 

 View the videos in any order.  

 After each video, stop and discuss what you saw. Ask the students any questions that you 

think of and answer any questions that they have. Be sure to highlight the hardships of 

the journey, similarities/differences between Wampanoag/Pilgrim cultures, and the path 

to the harvest feast. 

 

Shared Document: 

 Create a series of questions on Google Docs or any system that allows you and your 

students to simultaneously edit/have a conversation. 

o Sample questions: How were the Wampanoag/Pilgrims the same and different? 

Why did the Pilgrims come to the New World? Where did they come from? Why 

was the 1621 harvest feast important? Who was at this feast? How was life hard 

for the Pilgrims/Wampanoag? How did they help each other? 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1089.Best_Children_s_Thanksgiving_Books
https://www.plimoth.org/learn/MRL/interact/thanksgiving-interactive-you-are-historian
http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/webcast.htm


Thanksgiving Lesson Plan  

o Students should answer in a unique color/font that is preassigned to them OR into 

a box/area designated for each person for organization purposes 

 

Thanksgiving Fun: 

 Use coloring pages from Plimoth 

 Complete a Thanksgiving craft of your choosing 

 Read aloud another Thanksgiving book 

 Watch Charlie Brown’s Thanksgiving 

 

NOTE: Any and all of these activities can be expanded or removed to accommodate specific 

classroom restrictions or time constraints. 

Personal notes for next year: 

https://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/coloring-pictures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ961y0VKEk

